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™A Friendly Church in & Friendly Ciry"”
@rinity Presvytevian Churedh
‘3261 TWENTY +THIRO STREET

TEu. Mission 7-5156
SAN FRANCISCO 10, .CALIFOANIA

Merch 9, 1959
Dr. 'ﬂ'illian ‘S ‘Sadler, Sr.
533 Divargey Parkwa.y
ghicagﬁ" la

Dear Dri Sadler,.
My “last 16tter ‘was .written to ‘you on Feb, 24; 1955 ‘==
over five years ago: &t ‘that time. you did mé ‘the honor of
.answering my letter some four deys later., I was one of the
Pre-pudblication subscribers'tO'the_ Urantia Book end-received
- two 'oepies of it when it ceme off the press in October of 1935,
Since receiving the book I have rea.o. it through and have .
‘atudied me.ny pa:r:ts of it ovar -and over. b € am enclosins a.copy
=0f a 10"51"01' I have just w:ri{:ten to 51‘. Earl L, Douglass whom
5"'3'011 recently met,” In it T heve outlined some of my conclusions.
- Would you be so ki nd as to let me know.what other critical
examinations of the book may have been mede by specialists in
.other fiaJ_.d_s such as physics, astronozﬁy, ete,
Very sincerely yours,
A e T Bl
WM v (. v

Benjamin N\,i Adams

1. Rev. Adams’ cover letter to Dr. Sadler




_ “A Fiendly Church in’a Friendly Cicy”
Trinity Presbyterian Chureh

WZ 61 IWENTY -THIRO STREET

TEL. MISSION 7-S5156
SAN FRANCISCO 10, CALIFORNIA®

March 9,.1559"

DT, :Earl L, Douslass
C/o The Ei itd'n}}Hotel
Los ‘Angeles

Calirf,

Dear Earl,

_ _Your letter of March 1 hes_just come, L share your
disappointiment that Los Angeles is not closer.to Sen-Francisco.

. _ Wes interested tc hear of your visit with Dr, Sedler
and iiss Rowley. It-'is a pleasure that 1-have nct thus rar
Jhad except by.correspondence., Howover, I do keep. studying the
Urantia Book which I consider in“itsolf a remarkable phenomenon.
The author. (or authors) of the book have nct nesiteted to "stick
their necks-out™ in 'so -many -areas.of-human knowiedge that :a
eritical enalysis of the book should eventually supply a verdioct

book Which :Ir.t-seeas to-me that, if I were Cod, this is the sort of
‘000X walch I-would: want to supply my - humen childrda-on such a
benighted-and ranf%‘e -speck -o?%ua‘.; -'-g the earta, -Yety, the ‘best and
highest service. wllich can be rerderod this book is a sirictly
objective -and -merciless critical analysis thereof.

; 4s I read what-it has-to say about cosmology, cosmogeny,
goology, - chronology, biology;- anthronology, estronony, »hysics,
ohemistry,--nuclexr.physics, etc. etc,, L fird mysell wishing that
I-had considersbly. mora..competence in all of these-fields, But
I know that I hed bdetter stick to my- own field of competence waich
happena;to---be -Biblical studies. - In passing, I note a few @batermants
outside of my field of-competence which I ar inelined to .challengs.
On-pags 477, for-instance, 4is this statezsnt: "Tharo are Just 100
distinguishable atomic materializations of space-onergy -in a -dual
universs; -that is the maximum possible organization of matter in
Navodon.”  This ssems to me to say that only 100 chemical elements
are possible. EBut I can quote several authorities to the effect
that at least 103 elements have been identified and named.

Eowever, returning to the field of Biblical studies,
I make the following cbservations:
(1)Page 2074. The tezcher of Clement of Alexandria g .
erd the founder. of the famcus Catechetical School A
of that city was "Pantaenus” not "Poutsenus”.
(This may be merely e typographical error.)
(2)Page 1557. Pnilip the Apostlas is identified with
Prilip the Evangelist (or Deacon) who is said to
have gone on the mission to Samaris in Acts 8:5.
(3%Pazes 2057-60, The bestowing of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost is represented as occurring of the
o
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| .84mB {ay-as-the .ascension .and 4£0.days. after. the crucilixicn,
Now this is an obvious error-ds the very-word “"Peantecost" reans
50 ard Wds sugposéd to™be-a‘weck of .weeks :after:ths “Passcver,
(¢)Page 542, A- quotation from -the ;New Testamsnt Bock of-
Hebrews is attridbuted tc-Paul.: :This is amszing in
wiew of the generally"sopnisticated.and-critical o
2ttitudstowardthe lantaoFshipTof ogE 0L whebocks"of :the’
_.Bivle,-(2.Gupp,1341-2) . . .
{5)Page-1559. Nafthaniel!s-fasher 1s.said.-{obe Bartholemew,
ButBaxtholemews -is Histedrby Thowsynontic writers among
‘the “Twalve, .It .is a.patronymic_msaning: "The Son-of Tholmail,
Tmis-it+is logicel t0 suppose that Nathanisgl-0f Johi's.
‘Géspel-is identical with Bartholisrew o1 the ‘synopiics;
..and ‘that his father's -name was-Tholmail, L Y
(6)P2g67 1362, The sy Zue-teacher is spoken of-as-tie. "chazan,®
The-Hebrew-~{Aranaic) for-thais ;ofi‘_i_;c_;ﬂ_.;;.'is";'_’-;m;._wh_ich;-y?pult‘r g
.. ‘Be-rmore correctly transliterated-:"chazmzanis ~ :(with a-doudls. z).
47} Page-1555 «(nsaxr botion) «Faxr -bo.the east. $hey-could -discern
the-Jordan valieyAnd, fer -bayond, "the T0cky hills of Xoab,"
But the rocky hills of Lloab wers not east ¢f Nazareta but
. ‘oast of the Dead -Seas ) T L
(8}_-1’_&5:3‘ ~1643, ~"Barly on tae-morning ‘of-Tuesdey, March 30, Jesus:
-and tho - adostolic -parvy starte& on their journey-to =
‘Jarusalen Por the Passover.” But fastings Bivle Dictionary,:
Vol,.I, p.41l-gives ‘a -table which shcws that the: latest
pcssible date Toxr the Passover -in-ADi28 was-Tuesday;
March 30 -(vegimming with sunset the previous day, ion.,
Harch 29)+ - Thus Jesus end Fis apostles are represented
‘ag - gsetting -out -for Jerusslem and the Passover on the latest
‘possibls date for.the Passover to bezin, They arrived
186 -Betheny-on- April 2, three deys later, . By thils time
“4he -cersmonies of the Paszover Feast -and the first-fruits
‘of--the ‘Barley harvest "yaved™ before the Lord would have
‘been completed. Trve, ths Feast of Unleavened Bread would
go on for another taree or four days, but it ssems strange
‘Shat.they weuld -deliverately be so late in arriving.

. It is oxly fair to note that the Urantia Book dces not claim
to-be-infallidvle (p,1C08), It-is also~fair to note that on the
other side of the ledger are-literalily thousends of amazingly.
accurate-detalls hramsonizing perfectly with krown- geographical
-and *chronological facts. Por instance, the U.B.states in opposition
~Xo- g~trexendous ‘weight of traditicn thad desus did net dis on _
-Pagsover .Day, but on the dey precedingg=vhat, 4n.30 A.D., Passover
-began .at .Sunset on-Friday, -april 7 and continued until sunses, -
Saturdey,- Aoril 8, . This azrees with -the poinh-sf-view of John's
:Gospel but-disagrees with the .synodtics, - MCracver, .astronony i
‘bears -witne ss-Ehat the -£irst-wisibility -of the. preceding new mcon
‘was-ab -sunsas--on Friday, iarch 24,  This would then -be the begianing ¢
:Nisan-l-in-the -Jeirisk-calendar,: This would-bring Fisan 14, the
FPreparation~£or -the Pessovery to-the dey-beginning sunset Lpril §
(Thurs,}-and--Nisan 15,-the-Passover-itsels £o the ‘day beginning
-ab sunset Ex Friday, April 7, conbinmuirg through Saturday.
‘This-.agrees with the Cospel of John and the Urantia Bock,
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: S . . : L g

bt many.move discropanciss will be discoversd in the
Uranfgg. ‘%Qg?:':' F’-i‘t_)“gt;ﬁall‘_-that :ghis';will-'}p'rk_jgé-_—is ~shat~evén
miiiway eroatures™ can male-nistakes, -.Bub;wif ‘for ‘edon mistake
Wws. ara--adlo-to “sp0%, wWo - are -earished ity 1,000 thrilling now
facta, then'we have a spiritual gold mize-before.us=in-tie
Urenvia Book,.and the are we Gls oub-assays abtianouti999/1;000;.
We_do.well ot to -2acceps. 15.01indly, ou%" it merits’a consiadrable
meaczure -0f- our confideunce,

Wrs, fdapg Joins me .in extending our .best wishes to.-you :85'1
your.wife. ﬁe?‘h%‘?é ~ncy ___d%zcrl'lq?fé.d. ‘eignt yoare:in.this:difficuld
innar .cify-church. During this veriod wé havé=hed:the "Dledsurs.
of- baking-into-the church 2837 new memboers.. The turnover has been
gd great that -wo-oniy-have 282 xerbers as ‘of.acw. :-Yet.wa -have
prosperad . b7-tho grace of Cod; -and T .nov-have.a full=tine
2ssistant with an Italilea name- (Rov., Richard Faae_tti) who I
taink is well-gualifisd to cerry cu.

I£ vou know of anyone in New Jersey who would like an
exparienced - Mixigtar-of Visitation, I'wish you.ygula let e
¥now,-- perieps aven spsak-a gocd vord for me. < trink I-could
do 'a gocd job f£or some one in heliping te build wp thelr
mercersnid.

Yost-cordislly Yours,

Benjemin N, idans
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Reve Beajexin N, iddss
124 Gexcdern fiay
Sén Francisco 12, Califcxnie

Sy dear Rev. "Adcms:

I ies very h2pUy to.get youn ielter of lareh 9, and I thiak
taig ic the first really valid criticics I zave cver had fion
& 2inistor @3 com.erns the Urantie Jock. I hove sattea hold
of several the lest yecr, ab it mas cvident that tae critics
had never cven suoe >7icially resd the Urantia Jook.

= > diserspancies wera $0.-52 fouzd in the Urantia Zeok

- h..va al's...Js suspected tiat they- would ¢rzokly be found in
Part IV bacouse thet is the part of the Dook thet wes prepared
oy the midwayers. The nidrayers! mind lovel is but a trifle
above that of the human mind,

wrom ...reocc::pa. tilon with the Urantla Docx hes heen aloas tvo
linés. First, I was concerned as o wiether or not ©
soae fraudulent psychic phenomena or 'Jcssiba.;, .8 case of m..b-
conscious dissocistion on the. part of the subject such as I
%as fonidier with in the fialds of suiomatic writing, trance mediume,
ote. I w3 tae isat of zy fexily to sccept toe Urantia Pasers.
I Linally Cecided that - e :*nole talag vas be;ror.a. f~vg aoili:y
‘o understand.

iy aoxge concemn hed to do with-tie cousizliencey of the Papers.
I fingaliy decided that a fmd cculd 207 go on the witaess
gtand for t-'ent"-fivs yea:-s, £ bde eaar:..:md end cros..—cx::ﬁ..ed
Ty 250, =ad to give mors tran-e:nililion words of tesiinoly and
LeVer once eonr.“..dict hiagelf. I decided inat ais subject
st ba tellins tae truth in order d..-.m.as m.c!z a wide
a2 of topics a_.f’ ..ot. ozce .'.‘_:.a ..n* & ¢z ..m Ictica.

You ask aboui others wito have caJ.‘I.y exgmingd the Uranid

Boolks Froz a ctamdzoint of geﬁem. acience I think the zt.dies

“of the late Sir Hubert Wilking were perasps the zoab: o-"eudcd-
222 exhcustive. . for more than t'set'.‘.::; Fears k¢ ..c..od..c_lly :
socat tize in Oai...c, going cver tWie Papers. e would oIk _
weezs at a tizne, Taa lpurs a day, ‘end his final conclucicn was
tust tie P:.;e:-.-.. wers cons* stend vitn the kzown facis ol modermn
scioz::co.‘
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2.

Sinco the Dook was published, s younz- -phiysici 3% Iin Priladeipzia

ires Deen & oIy cereful studeny of $1g Physics, 6" 320 Uzantiz Papers.
Abous & yeer s3o hd wrode & M... L é*m-a-.:::, Lo -t
G_..vitnt‘.ona..,..-cc*_e*y i shien e ..dvccatg_d teatEhe cotuology

of. the Urantia .Book was: the o=ly’ oud it 2ds pozsitiv ;£rox " the
révitational steadpoint;

I waanvery :interested in.yous criticism adiprofosid ia your lettor
to ‘Dr.” Dougless. I zould offer. tuc ’o..lo'za...g cocnants on tavse
criticisas:

le I think the gpelling of &he neso. a* %ha: teacheyr in’ nle:mnd:ia

is'undoubtedly ex. erzor.in irenscwibing the meuvscript into-
trpeuriting. =dAa -Fan . was amdoublediy-trenseribed as an

fcu®.” I remerber vhen we vere sozetines in doutt as to
vhether a letter was &n ¥a? or a %" ia tho manuzeript.

cr cour:no, ve w0 were properiag’ tals -na‘o'oer, éid not

Koow the nase of-this- tcnuarsocoudhaveeasﬂymdo

this mistake.

2. As far as I .could datact, thors is only_ono-?‘.ﬁlip PECoE=
nized in the Urantia Book. Inotauhnt-o:. cay in this
matter.

3. low as to tha besto'.'-'al of the Spirit of Truththe possible
digcrepancy botween .the .end of-ane Paper: axnd-the. beginring
of ddother we 21l ‘noted it one time sad discussed it -
further when the Bool wes going Yo press. -You shouid’
re:‘.e.jnba'- that the nidsoyers prepered a narrative that was
zany tixes larger than wmas fin2lly givea us as Pary IY.
of the Urantia Book. I% may be thet in deletion some
difficulties were excountared. . Cur understarding s
that tTae prayer :r.aeti.:g miich Peter conducts st the cloase
of oae Paper is not ine saze as had a. o opeaing of
the next Paper. The one ended at the Doy of ircensiom,
the other opered tp the Day of Penlecost.

4+ Abeut Paul axd Hobrose — of course,. "csl.pa zled azout
" that the sane as you, and i% occurs w0 or three tines
in the Pspers. ile heve firally coze ta' the concluaion.
tact 13 xas of cexzosilte suthorship 2ud.ihie Apoatle Paxnd
had soxething to do with.the preseuiation.

5. About latheniecl's father I can offer no suggestions excopd
that I know thst the memuserist wss vory clear that ii was
mm-
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6. Absut the spelling of Bchozem®. Cur mandabve fortedo us in
any viey 45 alicer t.':te texh of Qie-ua mscript-, wh gave B3
Jurisdiction over fialfzation;, :,.a’_:.ing eud swmotuatisae
Yo ‘were told to aele % cur 'mtc.o'ri‘y gadh shiel %0 it. Evidesily,
ihe anthority we chosze spddled ®enczid® ELXM oas 3.

7. Your woteticn sbaut Uoudh-is o pusclier te =3, No sGave 3113*-
looked in the atles, and, of course, yourere rights I have
20 explensiion for this ne 'sciw—di.t.‘er & pistake ¢ W2
zidweyers or s mictake in conying: I canret say, but evidenily
you are wigat ia-thie matier.

8¢ Tho intricacles of Jesus! erueifisicn-ead the Day-of the
Passcover I ag nod co.mate::t to éppreize. In fec«, I was 20t
asiaro ‘thal thers was any ditfevmua in the Jospsi of Jonn
aad the Syzoptles, tut I ax glad thab you ave Anclineé-to
agree with the Urantia 3ook.

2 vas-iudoed checrsd to got such &a- moumir.g estizcte of t‘aa-
worth of the Sook Ifrom one who hal made sucd a ecreful gtucy of ite

Ia...tuinb the liberty of sen:ﬂ.ng“ouecoﬂyofanouﬂiuemca
I geve 1o a dozen ministers sho ca...e 0 mest sith me aboud zix
months ago. I told them tuab while I wes unible to:explain %o .
tacn abs uthowuehadgottneﬂoos!mab.aeto exalaia to them
hou i'a ha.d. z:ot got the Ecok. -

I &’ hop& t.h.a we will heve the pleasure of sesing you end Hrs.
‘2daxs one of thcse'days. I 2 surs, i you have the ocsssion o
conc back Eaet, you will not feil to leb us have a visit with you.
TLth all best viszes, I au.

Sincexcly yours,

§i1liem 8. Sciler
‘58S /ar |
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JAMES C. MILLS Ph.D,

2362 THOMPSON BRIDGE
3 ROAD, N.E.

APT. A-10

GAINESVILLE, GA 30801.

March 5, 1991
Dear Ken and Betty:

I apologize for the overlong delay in response to your letter
of November 20, '90. While moving, I severely twisted my back.
There was no improvement after four months, so a lumbar X~-Ray was
taken indicated a healing fracture. This has improved over three
months to the point of where I could submit to prostate surgery and
that was done on February 1. Yesterday I returned to normal
functioning. I feel better than I have in several years and am
enjoying getting back to work.

About all the help I can give you on any changes in the text
of The URANTIA Book including punctuation, "typos", changes in
digits, and textural changes are those of my own experience,

As I told you, prior to publication, Forum members, engaged in
reading the first proof sheets made from the original metallic
pPlates, were constantly seeking primarily for typographical errors
including punctuation, errors of grammar, syntax, or any other
errors which could occur in the process of the transference of a
text from manuscript through the linotype procedure into metal
printing plates. Apparently, the most potent source of error would
lie at the point of the linotype operator. Dealing with a compli-
cated text did not simplify matters, at least in my opinion. It is
my belief that some of the "typos" were carried over into the first
printing.

I had only one experience with a textual change being made
between printings. I told you about this during your visit in
Pensacola. This was due to the diligence of a high school science
teacher who had a B.S. in science and had read in a scientific
journal that a specific figure given in The Urantia Book expressing
the relationship between the mass of the nucleus and the planetary
electron in the hydrogen atom had changed by one digit. He was able
to persuade the people at 533 to change it in the second printing.
At that time I had moved to Wisconsin and the chap instituting the
change had followed me as president of the Brotherhood. Quite by
accident, the change was pointed out to me by a young woman student
who was incensed at obvious tampering with what she firmly and
correctly believed should be left alone by human hands. I raised
quite a ruckus about the matter and it was returned to its original
status in the very next printing. Since that move, with the
exception of 1973-1975, I have not resided in Chicago and have not
been informed of any other apparent discrepancies between printings
until your letter of Nov.20. I am taking up this matter with the
Foundation immediately.

You have asked the exactly correct question about the original
type setting which appears to be involved in some of these events.
The original printing plates for the U.B. were made by the old
linotype-mold-casting technique. In the twelve year interval
between the first and second printings new photographic techniques
and higher speed presses had rendered the original plates obsolete
and new plates had to be produced. As the original plates were

4

Page one of a letter from Trustee Emeritus Jim Mills (who
replaced Christy in 1971) to Ken and Betty Glasziou.



planned to yield one million impressions, this was quite a blow.
It is quite possible, despite what was thought to be close
supervision, that errors were introduced at this point. You know
from your own writing experience how difficult a proof reading task
is involved in a text of over one million words. It looks like we
need to carefully proof read the present printing against the first
printing. In my opinion, there can be only one edition of the U.B.,
the first.

I am very glad to receive your comments and appreciate your
confidence very much.

In regard to comments about the introduction and summary I find
no fault with them.

I would suggest that you give some thought toward some emphasis
on the fact that we all can see a new work only through the eyes
of our own partial knowledge and experience; our world view or
hypothesis, our weltanschauung. This immediately forces us to see
a new work through dark glasses. We also place far too much
significance on the works of others talking about the same thing,
particularly in the areas of philosophy and religion about which
A.N. Whitehead quipped: "The safest general characterization of the
European philosophical tradition is that it consists of a series
of footnotes to Plato." Jesus was more serious than we realize when
he said: "you must become as little children." This is particularly
true of our approach to the U.B. The fact that it continually
reiterates, 'religion is a purely human experience of experiencing
a relationship with God' should promptly eliminate our tendency to
compare the U.B. with known theological thought except as the
latter may provide some means to insight but never explanation. At
a recent group meeting in Atlanta, one of the members brought out
a bible to compare with the U.B. I interrupted to ask: "do you
compare The URANTIA Book to the bible or the bible to The URANTIA
Book or do you see each as an independent work discussing at times
the same events?" I see science with a different viewpoint. My own
early training in Chem. and Physics showed me that science is an
ongoing process and to dogmatize it at any point is to fossilize
at that point.

Now that I am beginning to return to the things that I wish to
do, I will honestly try to be a better correspondent. Please give
my best wishes to that gal from your area who wrote me. I have not
answered her and can't remember her name.It will be a great
pPleasure to hear from both of you again. Eunice sends her best to
you. She's out pushing cards this morming.

Sincerely,

70"

—

ames C. Mills.

Page two of the Mills letter. He states that he has no
knowledge of changes made to the text of The Urantia
Book other than one regarding the relative mass of the

atom to the electron, which he thought was changed back
at his insistence. It was not. Mills also believed the text
was completely reset for the second printing. It was not.
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LRANTIA FOUNDATION

LRan 3 533 DIVERSEY PARKWAY CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60674

June 13, 1988

Mr, J.J. Johnson
44-392 Olena St., #4
Kaneohe, HI 96744

Dear Mr, Johnsont

Thank you for your recent letter with attachments concerning your
correspondence with Christy regarding various matters you raised
about the text of The URANTIA Book, particularly your concerns
about the phrase "inhabited worlds® which appear#s on page 1319.

A copy of your exchange of correspondence with Christy over the
matter of page 1319 will be shared with the Trustees. However, as
you are well aware, Christy's relatiomship to the text of The
URANTIA Book was unique. It should be appreciated that the
rarreApondence hetween Christy and you was of a personal nature
and should not be assumed to be the official position of the Board
of Trustees, It is quite probable that the current Board of
Trustees do not feel that they have the same relationship with the
text of the book that was enjoyed by Christy. In other words, the
Trustees may not feel they can exercise the same latitude that was
available to Christy in these matters,

I can only assure you that this matter will be brought to the
attention of the Poundation. I cannot give any assurance that
there will be a formal response on this matter from the Board,

For obvious reasong, a matter such as this is an issue of delicate
and sensitive proporticns, and the Board may not wish to expand
the written record on the matter. It is possible that the only
clear response to this matter will be to examine the phrase of
concern in the 10th printing of the book.

It was good to see you and Geri at the General Conference last
yvear. I get the impression through the grapevine that you and
Geri's presence on Oahu has had a most positive influence on
activity, Keep up the good work, The fields are vast but the
laborere are all too few. Best wishes and warmest regards from

everyone.
In Fellowship, .
i 2/2' —r‘:
e A Tt
Scott M, Forysythe -~
Administrative Assistant
SMF:cl

Scott Forysythe letter to JJ Johnson 6/13/88 explaining that Christy had a “unique”
relationship with The Urantia Book, and that the Board “may not wish to expand the
written record on the matter.” The Trustees did not make
Christy’s changes in the 10th printing.





